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ILlU^ATIoKALJ TLllAj  \  ThIEUUAL 
Oi  TllE  FAh  EAST 
NO.  1. 


against 
io  and  otliexs . 


1,  Alexander  Gordon  WEYLTOi,'  of  Castlenaine  in  the  State  of 
Victoria,  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  Lieutenant  in  the  Australian 
Lilitery  Forces,  make  oath  and  say  as  follews:- 

^  t  I  v.'as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  8th  Australian  Division 

Signals  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Japanese  in  Singapore  on 
l^th  February,  19A2. 

2,  On  the  8th  July,  19*2,  I  left  Singapore  frr  Sandakan, 
Eorneo,  with  "B"  lorce  which  consisted  of  1*92  Australian 
prisoners  under  command  of  Lt-Col  Y<alsh.  This  force  disembarked 
at  Sandakan  on  18  th  and  19th  July,  1942,  and  marched  9  ndles  to 

Sandakan  Prisoner  of  War  Camp. 

s 

3,  In  the  first  week  in  September,  1942,  all  prisoners 
able  to  walk  were  lined  up  on  the  parade  ground  in  front  of 
Japanese  guard  house.  They  were  surrounded  by  Jope^fse  soldiers 
and  machine  guns  were  trained  on  them.  Captain  Hoshijine 
addressed  the  prisoners  through  an  interpreter.  He  tolo  us 
that  we  were  to  sign  what  he  called  a  "non-escape"  agreement. 

The  document  was  read  out.  As  far  as  I  can  recall  it  read,  1 
give  my  word  not  to  attempt  to  escape. I  agree  to  carry  out  all 
orders*  of  the  I.J.A.  and  to  inform  the  I.J.A.  if  I  hear  of  anyone 
planning  to  escape  and  I  agree  that  any  punishment  inflicted  upon 
a  prisoner  of  war  shall  be  just  and  I  agree  that  the  I.J.A.  will 
be  entitled  to  shoot  anyone  who  attempts  to  escape.  Lt.  001. 
Walsh  said  he  wouldn't  sign  it  and  told  us  not  to  sign  it.  He 
was  seized  by  the  Japs,  his  arms  were  bound  and  he  was  slapped 
across  the  face  and  heaten  with  swords  and  scabbards.  A  squad 

of  soldiers  marched  him  to  a  position  behind  the  guard  house. 
Captain  Koshijima  told  us  that  if  we  didn't  sign  the  agreement 
Lt.  Col.  Walsh  would  be  shot.  Some  of  the  troops  shouted  out 
"We'll  sign  it.  We  don't  want  the  Colonel  to  be  shot.  A 
consultation  was  held  among  the  officers,  it  was  decided  that  the 
agreement  could  not  be  binding  and  that  we  would  sign  it  if  the 
Colonel  was  released.  He  was  released  and  we  signed  it. 


4,  •  About  the 

working  parties  for 
rropossd  aerodrome, 
daily  under  protest, 
of  September,  1942, 
parties  be  increased 
the  construction  of 
Suga ,  the  Commanding 


middle  of  August,  1942,  the  Japs  demanded 
construction  of  road  from  camp  to  s?.te  cf 
Three  hundred  prisoners  were  supplied 
The  load  reached  the  aerodrome  at  the  start 
The  Japs  then  demanded  that  the  working 
to  700  men  per  day  as  they  were  required  for 
the  aerodrome.  A  protest  was  made  to  Major 
Officer  of  all  Prisoners  of  War  in  Eorneo 
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that  the  use  of  men  for  this  purpose  was  contrarv  to  tv,* 

civilian°aircrpftrand1thothEt  th?  fierodrore  v/as  to  be  used  for 
j  we  had  to  obey  the  Srder^cf^h^JnUan"  ofAthe  JaP®nese  Army 

'  s&s r»?;^ would 

f°r  roed 

of  11  ounce- shoirrliSn5»??S,,11Sd  v°  Prlsoners  In  the  camp  conslste 
midday  ^d  lvenl^  ™fls  y  lot  !i°U‘,laPoonfui  °f  vegetables  at 
ordinary  ration  -  sH^ces  ^  h  /‘I,  the  Iatlon  was  half  of  th 
drome  received  the  no?ml  ?l?e  Nation  7" ^5? *Perties  at  the 

thej^could^eat*  flSh  ^  03  SlVt^otiZeTl? 

andfpieces^of^3rinchrby^3ainchWwoodrhfltVi'>Ut^S ’  swords ’  Gabbards 
1942,  a  sDecLl  I  h  LV  V  0(1  by  the  **&r6a.  In  October, 

scverelv  beaten  th»t  vh*,,  vL-  oetten.  At  times  rten  were  so 
hnH  coiy«^Qren  thet  ,ey  became  unconscious.  All  were  badlv 

I  three Woccaslons^h  W0Uld  t"r"  to 

named  Conatable^as’tled^p^rhirwrls^t^a^rerit1??  partlea 

a SrsS-Irs 

a  kffasS^-SSESSS^aS'S 

camp  on  a  stretcher  and  was  then  sent  to  hospital  I  mI  hi? 

ss-2®r^ffli  rS«-“- 

6  feet  long  by  3  feet  6  inches  high  by  4  feet  wide  It  h*>H 
hardwood  floor.  Its  sides  and  ends  consisted  of  l*inch  by  1  inch 
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hrrdwood  slots  each  slot  separated  from  its  adjacent  slat  by 
the  space  of  an  inch.  The  top  was  mode  of  planking  covered  by 
an  attop  roof.  The  door  was  a  small  opening  at  the  front  of  the 
cage  about  2£  feet  by  2  feet.  It  was  used  by  the  Japanese  to 
confine  prisoners  of  war  who  wore  alleged  to  have  broken 
regulations.  The  Japs  called  this  cage  Esau. 

8,  As  a  result  of  a  conference  between  our  intelligence 
officer  Captain  Matthews  and  other  officers  in  October,  1942, 

I  secured  materials  from  natives  and  from  the  camp  and  constructed 
a  wireless  set.  From  November,  1942,  onwards,  I  listened  to  BBC 
news  on  the  wireless  and  disseminated  it  through  the  camp.  When 
not  in  use  the  set  was  hidden.  I  was  assisted  in  the  working  of 
the  set  by  Corporals  Small,  Mills  and  Klchards.  Captain  Matthews 
end  Lieutenant  Wells  were  engaged  in  getting  medical  supplies 
into  the  camp  surreptitiously.  On  2nd.  May,  1943,  I  had  sent  a 
letter  to  a  camp  containing  500  Eritish  prisoners  of  war  stating 
that  we  were  going  to  send  them  some  medical  supplies.  This  was 
intercepted  by  the  Japanese.  I  was  arrested  by  Japanese  guards 
on  the  evening  of  3  May,  1943*  I  was  assaulted  by  Captain 
Hoshijima  and  then  made  to  stand  at  attention  outside  the  guard 
house  from  7.30  p.m.  until  10  a.m.  the  next  morning.  I  was  then 
sentenced  to  14  days  imprisonment  in  the  cage.  At  the  same  time 
five  others  were  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  cage  on  other 
charges.  Wo  were  all  put  in  the  cage.  It  v/as  not  possible  for 
ell  of  us  to  lie  down  in  this  cage  together,  therefore  we  had  to 
take  it  in  turns  throughout  the  24  hours.  tfe  were  given  normal 
camp  rations.  Throughout  the  period  wo  were  not  allowed  to  wash 
or  shove  or  to  leave  the  cage  except  for  the  purposo  of  going  to 
the  latrines.  We  had  no  bedclothes.  It  rained  very  heavily 
whilst  I  was  in  the  cage  and  for  two  of  the  fourteen  days  I  was 
in  the  cage  I  was  wet  through.  At  the  conclusion  of  my 
confinement  I  was  sent  to  Hospital  by  the  medical  officer.  I 
remained  in  hospital  until  I  was  arrested  by  Comp  Commandant  on 
29th  July,  1943)  end  confined  in  the  cage  until  the  morning  of 
12th  August,  1943*  I  was  then  celled  before  the  Comp  Commandant, 
Ho  said  that  I  had  a  wireless  sot  and  that  I  must  tell  him  where 
it  was.  I  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  radio  set.  He  then  told 
me  in  very  good  English  that  he  would  send  me  to  somo  place  where 
I  would  bo  rode  to  talk.  I  was  then  sent  bock  to  the  cage  where 
I  remained  without  food  or  water  and  not  allowed  to  go  to  the 
latrines.  On  the  14th  August,  I  was  bound  hand  and  foot  and 
thrown  into  a  lorry  and  taken  to  the  Kempei  Tai  Headquarters  at 
Sandakan. 

9.  At  Kempei  Tci  Headquarters  I  was  put  into  a  room  and 
made  to  sit  cross-legged  at  attention.  There  were  about  25 
others  in  the  room  sitting  in  the  same  way,  Australian  soldiers, 
English  internees  and  natives.  We  wore  compelled  to  sit  in  this 

;  position  from  7  a#m  •  until  9.30  p.m.  and  we  were  not  allowed  to 
'  speak  to  each  other.  We  were  allowed  to  lie  down  end  sleep  in 
(  this  same  room  from  9*30  p.m.  to  7  a.m,  but  the  lights  were  kept 
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i  elight  oil  the  tiro.  For  five  minutes  every  nornlng  ond  afternoon 
we  wore  rode  to  do  physical  jerks.  If  these  physical  jerks  were 
'  not  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  guerds  the  person 
offending  was  beaten  or  was  forced  to  remain  in  one  of  the  physical 
Jerk  positions  throughout  five  or  ten  minutes.  We  were  permitted 
to  leave  the  room  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  the  latrine.  From 
14th  August,  1943,  until  26th  October,  1943,  I  received  this 
treatment  except  on  those  occasions  when  I  was  token  out  for 
interrogation. 

10.  I  was  first  taken  out  for  interrogation  at  about  9  n.m, 

on  l6th  August,  1943«  I  v/rs  taken  into  another  room  where  I  was 
compelled  to  sit  cross-legged  at  attention  on  the  floor.  An 
interpreter  and  six  or  seven  members  of  the  Kempei  Toi  were  in  this 
room.  I  was  asked  whet  I  knew  of  a  radio  set  in  the  camp  ond  of  the 
activities  of  Captain  L.  C.  11a t thews  and  Lieutenant  R.  G.  Wells. 

I  denied  all  knowledge  of  these  ratters.  I  was  immediately  beaten 
about  the  head  ond  shoulders  with  a  riding  whip.  I  was  again  asked 
the  seme  questions  and  again  denied  all  knowledge.  The  Kempei  Tai 
then  held  re  down,  took  my  shirt  off  and  burnt  mo  underneath  the 
arms  with  lighted  cigcrettcs.  I  was  then  sent  back  to  the  main 
room  to  sit  at  attention  again.  Three  days  later  I  was  again  taken 
out  for  interrogation.  I  was  asked  the  same  questions  but  still 
denied  all  knowledge  of  the  radio  set  or  the  activities  of  the 
other  officers.  I  was  again  beaten  and  burnt  as  previously.  In 
addition  they  applied  jujitsu  holds  to  me,  throwing  me  around  the 
room  and  causing  re  great  pain  by  twisting  my  arms,  head,  legs  and 
feet.  I  was  again  token  back  to  the  main  room.  On  28th  August, 

1943,  I  was  taken  by  the  Kempei  Tai  to  another  building  for 
interrogation  ond  was  again  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  I  hod 
been  at  the  previous  interrogation.  After  this  treatment  they 
placed  before  me  statements  which  they  had  obtained  from  natives. 
These-  showed  that  I  had  been  outside  the  comp  compound  at  night 
securing  radio  parts.  They  also  showed  me  a  diary  which  had  boon 
kept  by  an  officer  at  our  camp.  This  contained  information  as  to 
the  activities  of  myself  and  ny  two  assistants  Corporals  Mills 
and  Small  in  connection  with  the  radio  set.  They  then  brought 
Mills  and  Smell  into  the  room.  We  all  then  admitted  that  we  hod  the 
radio  set  in  the  camp  but  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  activities  of 
the  other  officers.  The  Japanese  continued  to  interrogate  us  until 
3  a .n.  next  day  when  we  returned  to  the  main  room.  Later  the  same 
day  Mills  ond  Small  were  interrogated  separately.  When  their 
evidence  differed  in  any  detail  from  the  evidence  that  I  had  given 
the  previous  day,  we  were  all  beaten  up  together  and  mode  to  agree 
on  the  point  that  the  Japanese  considered  we  differed.  This  then 
went  on  until  thd  interrogation  was  completed,  a  period  of 
approximately  4*.  days.  Having  completed  tho  interrogation  with 
regard  to  the  radio  set,  I  was  then  subjected  to  further  interroga¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  r.y  association  with  Matthews  and  V/e  11s,  and 
because  of  the  denials  that  I  made,  I  was  further  tortured  with 
| cigarette  butts,  tacks  were  put  down  my  finger  nails  end  hammered  so 
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that  they  went  into  the  quick  of  the  ncil  end  I  wes  tied  by  the 
wrlsti,  to  0  berm  and  forced  to  knool  on  the  ground  v/lth  nv  lees 
i°u;  b£hind  no*  A  b  rr  !u's  Placed  over  ny  ankles  and  two  Kerpoi 
ini  officers  see*  .5  v.r  <3  on  that  born  in  such  r.  way  that  the  arch 
pressure^  nature^.  Dondir.g  of  the  foot  was  sabjoct.  to  extroro 

11  •  ,  After  about  2^  ninutos  of  that  torture  I  be  care 

unconscious  an-,  ewi-ce  after  a  bucket  of  v/r  ccr  had  boon  thrown  over 

"2s  ,for  fPProxirctoly  four  days  after  that 

treatment*  a.  .re/.  Captain  Let  thews,  Doctor  Tayicr,  Lt,  hells 

t^'  wrT?r  s:0 -1cc  ^  the  sane  typo  of  treatment,  but  in  addition 
*  wells  was  ~uo.ee ted  to  the  rice  torture  and  although  I  did  not 
sec  this  cdr.'iaistcrcd  1  saw  tf.li.s  within  three  hours  after  it  had 
been  administered*  I  was  nee  further  interrogated  at  Srndaknn. 

12 •  .  _  0n  20  :h  October,  together  with  a  number  cf  other 

suspects,  I  was  r amoved  fror  3; no e ken  to  Pushing  by  see,  on  c  300 
ton  freightc ,  wn-*r.  v/o  roachod  on  2nd.  lio\embcr.  On  arrival  at 

wI!S?j5LWeiSo0  transferred  to  Kuching  Gaol.  From  2nd. 

Iiovcnber,  1943,  uni. a  the  morning  of  the  6rh  Ik roh ,  1944,  I  was 
confined  with  the  o.hcr  prisoners  in  the  Kuching  Gaol,  During 
this  period,  we  had  to  sic  to  attention  from  7  c4n.  to  9.30  p.m. 

V«g  were  no»,  allowed  to  talk  to  ono  another.  On  six  to  eight 
occasions  during  this  period  I  was  taken  out  end  interroge ted,  but 
no  violence  was  used  in  the.  course  of  these  interrogations .  The 
food  consisted  c*  -  oz  of  rice1  a  day,  plus  two  spoon  fulls  of 
vegetables .  The  colls  wore  crawling  alive  with  oedbugs  ord  lice 

and  nothing  was  ever  done  to  eradicate  them,  although  we  complained 
very  bitterly. 

13*  From  the  lest  week  in  Decorber  onwards,  batches  of 

prisoners  wore  taken  out  and  tried.  On  29th  February,  1944, 
myself,  Rickards,  ana  11 ,  l.;.lls  and  McDonough  were  all  tried 
together.  The  Court  consisted  of  a  Lt„  Colonol  as  the  President, 
a  Captain  end  a  Major  on  the  bench .  The  Prosecuting  Off 1c  r  was 
a  Captain.  There  was  an  interpret' r  sitting  just  bdew  the 
there  was  a  court  writer,  a  Japanese  V ci rant 
Officer,  and  a  Guard,  After  the  inferpre  cr  r’ aiirounoed  to  us  thft 
our  trirl  v»r. s  rbous  to  coiTxnoCj  I  risked  where  the  Defending 
?CfiTC2r  nCSn  Hc  corr.aal3£ted  that  to  the  President  of  the  Court  - 
the  Lt,  Colonel  -  and  the  request  was  treated  in  a  rather  Jocular 
manner,  in  as  ry.cn  as  they  tuoo.gh 1.  it  was  amusing .  They  said  1 
*uS..nT  ®ntitJ.oc?  co  r  Do: end  lug  Officer.  3:  was  the  Japanese  Daw 
that  I  should  ret  nave  one  »  »/r  were  noc  told  v.hct  ■che  charges 

against  us  were. 

1  J4*  .  ,  Tbe  trial  then  corronccd  by  eacii  of  the  members  of  the 

/  Bench  asking  each  one  of  the  defendants  two  questions.  They 
then  chocked  the  answers  Y'ith  <he  dossier  which  they  had  in  front 
of  them.  Then  the  President  of  the  Court  radc  sene  remark  end  the 
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I  Prosecuting  Officer  got  up  and  he  addressed  the  Court  at  some 
\  length.  He  asked  that  I  be  sentenced  to  eight  years  penel 
\ servitude.  We  were  at  that  tine,  fairly  conversant  with  certain 
phraseology  that  the  Japanese  used  and  I  was  able  to  understand 
that  he  asked  that  I  be  sentenced  to  eight  years  imprisonment • 
After  the  address  of  the  prosecuting  officer  and  before  the  Court 
adjourned,  I  was  asked  if  I  had  anything  to  say  before  sentence  wa 
pcssed  upon  me.  I  then  told  the  Court  that  the  only  reason  that 
wo  operated  the  radio  set  was  because  the  nows  that  they  were 
supplying  the  camp  with  was  incorrect;  that  it  was  necessary  that 
the  morale  of  the  camp  be  kept  up,  particularly  those  prisoners  wh 
wore  in  hospital  and  that  I  had  only  done  whet  I  considered  was  my 
duty  end  whet  they  would  heve  done  in  similar  circumstances.  I 
rlso  asked  that  in  view  of  the  feet  that  I  was  the  senior  officer 
present  of  the  five  boing  tried,  end  that  the  others  concerned  wor< 
not  commissioned  officers,  and  that  they  were  only  doing  what  I 
had  told  them  to  do,  therefore,  as  such,  they  should  receive  the 
clemency  of  the  Court.  After  that,  the  Court  adjourned  for  a 
period  of  about  five  to  ten  minutes  end  then  re-asserbled.  We 
were  again  narc..ed  in  and  a  sentence  of  ten  years  wes  pcssed  upon 
re  -  the  additional  two  years,  I  was  informed  by  the  interpreter , 
was  because  I  was  Insolent.  Y//0  hickards  was  sentenced  to  five  yeai 
imprisonment,  Cpl .  Mils  two  years,  Cpl  .Small  18  months  and  S/Sgt. 
McDonough  to  6  months, 

15.  Aftor  the  sentonce  I  was  returned  to  Kuching  Gaol 

and  put  back  in  the  same  cell.  On  the  morning  of  8th  March,  1944, 
we  were  taken  down  to  the  wharf  at  Kuching  and  put  on  boerd  a 
vessel  of  eprroxirctely  1000  tons.  There  were  ninotcen  of  us, 
who  had  all  been  tried  by  Court  Martial  at  some  tire  or  other.  We 
were  then  put  down  into  the  nft  hatch  in  a  cage  built  into  the 
side  of  the  vessel.  This  cage  was  Just  big  enough  to  hold  us  ell 
lying  down  -  it  was  not  more  than  about  3  ft.  6  inches  high,  Just 
long  enough  for  us  to  lie  down  and  that  included  the  space  occupiet 
by  a  big  latrine  right  in  the  middle  of  us.  We  were  tied  up  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  then  they  loosed  us.  We  were  never  allowed  uj 
on  the  deck,  except  for  the  purpose  of  one  man  boing  allowed  to  go 
up  to  the  latrine.  We  arrived  at  Singapore  in  the  evening  of  Mcrcl 
10th  end  disembarked  on  the  morning  of  March  11th.  We  were  taken 
direct  by  truck  to  the  Out tram  Road  Gaol. 

SWORN  AT  TOKYO  THIS  ) 

THE  21st.  DAY  OF  ) 

NOVEMBER,  1946,  ) 

I  BEFORE  ME  )  (Sgd)  .A.  .0. .Weyntou. . . . 

• 

. CSgd) .Thomas .£• .Uosaaae . 

Licutonent-Colonel 
i  Australian  Military  Forces 
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